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WASHINGTON, DC 20554

Re: RM-8648

Deer Mr. Caton,

I feet very atrongIy th8t the FCC IhouId give Hrious conlidenllion to
AppIe-D5e petitton for an Nil bMd in order to a80caIe ipedrum in the 5
GHz bMd - to eatHIIah a wireIe.. component of the NII6onaIlnformation
lnh8tructure. I believe it is atticat that the public be assured of access to a technology that can all too easily be
monopolized and controled.=20

I relllize that the lnue is becoming increasingly complex with competing=20 interests only making the situation seem
more overwhelming. In the-20
=D2race=D3 for bandwidth, it is absolutely essential that public access be = a=20 priority.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration,

ClIlherine wetdon
Boulder Community Networt-Coordinator weldonCDcoIorado.edu

Ph: (303) 492-8176 • Fex: (303) 492-4198
Computing and Network Services • 3645 Marine Street • Campus Box 455
Boulder, Colorado 80309-0455
Ill , , •••• " ••••••••

BCN is on the world wicIe web at http://bcn.boulder.co.usortelnettobcn.boulder.co.us
••••• III III III Ill. ill III Ill Ill III III ill " ill ill Ill" Ii III ill. ill ill Ill" ill.""" ill•• ill"" ill. ill""A**
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I support the concept of a portion of the frequency spectrum set 88ide for the public with a power restrJ~~~t~~~/SSJoN
proposals listed above are worthy of the Commission's consideration.

Tom Lowe

Tom Lowe The good is one thing; the .-...nt is MOther
<ttoweOfleud.inst.com> TheM two, differing in their ends, both prompt to
Box 2050 action. •••eel are they that chooIe the good. They
Jackson, MS 39225 that choose the pleasant miss the goal. --Katha
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ThMks you for opening comment to email. I rept'8HI1t The Nationel Pubfic
TMec:omputing Network (NPTN), a nonprofit corporation baNd in Cleve4and,
Ohio, th8t serves as the perent organization to the family of Free-Net{R) community computer network systems.
NPTN launched itl Rur1Illnformetion
Network (RtN) progrIIm in the Spring of 1984 and has since built over five
RtN Free-Net 1yatem8. This Summer NPTN will be wonting with local volunteers to build thirty (30) more RIN
systems via a grant from the
NTIA-TItAP'94 8W8f'd cyde. Although some of these systems will have a direct connection to the Internet, most will
be using UUCP or wireless.
Internet connectivtty is often the one aepect of a community network that prevents it from starting because it is either
too expeneIve or simply unaveilable. If the FCC wen! to take IIII8Y pubtic spectrum, rural communities and other
.... where wi....... may have vatU8ble applications for community networks would be left with one less option.
More critIcaIfy, many regions of this country wi! simply not have Internet pipe laid out to them because of the lack of
consumer denIity end the high cost of in8taIIation. Wlrelell is the _t option and often the only choice in these
environments. If tek:om reform is about more choice for the aveRIg8 consumer and tess regulation, then wireless
accea should not be changed end should remain available to the public. If any change were to occur, I suggest that
the W8lt8ge 8IIowance (currently 1 watt - no pun intended) be increased 80 88 to increase the range of the
transmilting devices. Doing 80 would efl8bIe systems to operate with less equipment or to cover more distance with
the same amount of equipment. Transmillion equipment of the wireleas nature is very expensive and if the
regulatory environment encouraged its use, prices would be likely to drop and the quality of the equipment would
rise.

Should you have any questions regarding my comments I would be more than happy to make myself available to
answer them. Also, if any hearings are planned for this matter I would be happy to testify.

Thank you,

Peter

Peter F. Harter, Executive DiNdor & Gener8I Counsel
Home p : ''http://www.nptn.0IV:8OIebout.npWwhoiIIpfhI''
The N Public TMec:omputing NeIwoft (NPTN) ''http://www.nptn.orgf'
E-mail: P'henPtn.org Voice:21~ Fax: 2181<tQ8.4lO51
0fIIces: 30880 Bainbridge Road, Solon, Ohio 44139-2288 U.S.A.

- DISCLAIMER: TheM opi1ions are not to be construed 88I. advice.
PIeMe consult a tocat IIttomey to pin legal advice. These COI'I'I'Mf'ItI are general in nature and add...... a pubfic
polfcy iMUe and not the particuW interests of any single or identiflabfe person. No attorney client refatlonship is
eltablished by this communication.-

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTP("dchOnptn.org")
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I support the concept of. portion of the frequency spectrum set aside for the public with a power restriction. The two
proposals Hated above are worthy of the Commission's consideration.

Tom Lowe The good is one thing; the pl••llnt is another
<tIowefIfreud.inst.com> TheM two, difIering in their endI, both prompt to
Box 2050 action. BI.1ed are they that chOON the good. They
Jackson, MS 39225 that chooae the pleasant miss the goal. -Katha
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Dear Commissioner Ness and the FCC:
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Th8llks you for opening comment to email. I repreMnt The NIItionat Public
Tetec:omputing Network (NPTN), • nonprofit corporation bMed inC~,
Ohio, that Ht'VeI .. the perent organization to the family of Free-Net(R) community computer network systems.
NPTN launched Its Rural Infol'nwtion
Network (RIN) prognIm in the Spring of 1994 and h.. since built over five
RIN Free-Net systems. This Summer NPTN will be working with local volunteers to build thirty (30) more RIN
syltema via a grant from the
NTIA-TJlAP'94 award cycle. Although some of these systems will have a direct connection to the Internet, most will
be using UUCP or wi......
Internet connectivity is often the one upect of a community network that prevents it from starting because it is either
too expensive or simply unavllil8ble. If the FCC were to take~ pubIlc spectrum, rural communities and other
...s where wireIe•• may have valuable applications for community networks would be left with one less option.
More crltIcaIIy, many regions of thiI country will simply not hIIYe Internet pipe laid out to them because of the lack of
consumer density and the high cost of in8taJfetion. WIn!IIeu is the best option and often the only choice in these
environments. If telcom reform is about more choice for the average consumer and Jess regulation, then wireteas
acceIS should not be chenged and should remain av8ll8ble to the public. If any change were to occur, I suggest that
the watt8ge allowance (c:urrentIy 1 wlltt - no pun intended) be increMed 10 .. to increase the range of the
transmitting devices. Doing so would enabJe systems to operate with Jess equipment or to cover more distance with
the same amount of equipment. Transmilaion equipment of the wireless nature is very expensive and if the
regulatory environment encouraged its use, prices would be Iikety to drop and the quality of the equipment would
rise.

Should you have any queetions regarding my comments I would be more than happy to make myself available to
answer them. Also, if any hearings are planned for this matter I would be happy to testify.

Thank you,

Peter

Peter F. Harter, Executive DinMar & Generat Coun'"
Home Page: ..htIp:lIwww.npIn.OfV:IOIIIbout.nptnIwhoiaIpthf
The N8IIon8l Public Tetec:omputing Network (NPTN) Bhttp://www.nptn.orgf'
E-mail: P'henf*.org Voice: 21e1<t18--4050 Fax: 2161498-4051
0fIIces: 30680 Bainbridge Road, Solon, Ohio 44139-2288 U.S.A.

- DISCLAIMER: ThHe opinions are not to be construed aslegaJ advice.
Plene conault a 1oc81 domey to gein IeglII advice. Theae commenta are general in nature and address a public
polley iuue and not the pafticul8r interests of any single or identifiable person. No attorney dient retationship is
established by this communication.-

cc: FCCMAIL.SMTprdchOnptn.org")
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This e-mail is being sent in support of the Nil concept.
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The neceHily for a public access portion of the wireMI comrnunicIItion frequency Is well demonstrated by major
teleco and COle compenlea huge inve8tment in this emerging technology. They recognize the unlimited profit
potential 8M W8flt to make .... they get .s much .s poMibIe. The exiltllnoe of. public access wi~s
communic8tion frequency - free of .,y license or use fees - would be • major equIIIizer for the lowly consumer.
V\IIlhout such option, we would at! be forced Into subIcrtbIng to..... carrier and pay the going rate for such
service. A case In point is the open8SS of the long distance network. Before, AT&T could charge whatever they
wanted. Now, with open access to LD, prices have reduced substantially. Public assess wireless would have the
same effect.

I fuIy support the Nil concept and hope that, in the interest of fair and universal access, that a portion of the wireless
frequencies would be made available for that purpose.

Thank you for Y9ur time and interest.
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